
PALM TREE TRIMMING 

Low maintenance and fuss free, palm trees have become a landscape staple that actually do better the less they are 

pruned.  While palms are known for their branchless stems and fan-like arrangement of green compound leaves, 

the more than 2,000 species of palms actually exhibit enormous diversity in terms of both appearance and habitat.  

While you don’t need to do it often, it is important to know when and how you should trim your palm trees to 

keep them healthy and looking their best. 

Though experts recommend avoiding pruning as much as possible, there are some circumstances that call for a 

trim.  Start by determining if you really need to prune.  And remember the less pruning you can do, the better. 

Prune to: 

-Remove dead or dying fronds 

-Remove potential fire hazards, especially near buildings or homes. 

-Increase visibility and safety near driveways or sidewalks. 

-Prevent damage to homes during high winds.  This includes your neighbors’ property as well-they 

should not have to continually clean up dead palm fronds from your tree that blows into their front or 

back yards. In addition, if your home is near the community pool, the seeds and fronds can also go into 

the pool causing damage. 

-Remove fruit, seeds and flowers. 

-Never prune for purely cosmetic reasons or else you risk damaging the palm tree. 

Unless they are a hazard to people or property, palms only need to be trimmed when fronds (leaves) die or are 

broken or when the tree begins to flower or bear fruit. 

Look for dead or dying fronds on the tree.  Dying fronds appear brownish, yellow or white and are often wilted or 

hanging down. 

Look for broken fronds which should be removed before they are torn off and cause damage to the tree. 

Look for palm flowers and fruit stalks which use up energy and slow growth of the tree. 

If there are no dead or dying fronds, broken fronds, flowers or fruit stalks, your palm tree does not need to be 

trimmed. 

Removing healthy fronds robs the tree of important nutrients and can result in slow growth, the spread of disease 

and the death of the palm. 

Begin at the bottom of the foliage and look for dead, dying or broken fronds. 

Never cut off the top or crown of the palm.  The crown will not grow back, and the tree will die. 

You do not need to prune self-cleaning palms such as King, Kentia or Jubaea palms as their leaves fall off naturally 

as they die, making trimming unnecessary.  It is only necessary to trim a self-cleaning palm because of potential 

safety hazards. 
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