
 
 

 

 

 

April 30, 2020 
  
Dear Community Members: 
  
1. A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE HOSPITAL “APPRECIATION DRIVE 
BY”: There was an excellent turnout. It meant so much to the hospital workers, administration and patients 
to know the community is behind them! 
  
2. PIMA COUNTY IS FOCUSING SPECIAL ATTENTION ON CARE FACILITIES WITH COVID-19 
CASES:  Many of us here have loved ones or dear friends in care facilities. We have all heard about the 
special problems, and high number of COVID-19 cases, in these facilities. Pima County has focused 
special assistance on these facilities. If a care facility reports a COVID-19 case, the County sends special 
teams of public health nurses and infectious disease specialists to the facility to: (a) provide guidance, 
education and resources to the staff and decision makers, (b) develop customized strategies for isolating 
those who have the disease and implementing increased or improved infection control procedures, and (c) 
provide more testing capability. The County is also prioritizing access to Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) for the facility’s staff. Pima County is doing as much as possible to stay on top of this issue so 
COVID-19 cases in care facilities decrease. 
  
Pima County’s Health Department is led by Dr. Bob England, the Interim Director who came out of 
retirement to lead the Department after his predecessor left last year to lead the Maricopa County Health 
Department. Thanks to him, Dr. Francisco Garcia, the County Chief Medical Officer and Deputy County 
Administrator, and their staff for sticking with it and being innovative during this difficult time. On June 1, 
Dr. Theresa Cullen will become the Director of the Health Department. She is a Rear Admiral and former 
Asst. US. Surgeon General. It is good to see that Pima County can attract top notch talent to lead the 
Health Department at this critical time.  
  
3. THANKS TO ALL THE WOMEN IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO HAVE BEEN MAKING FREE OR LOW 
COST MASKS:  I have seen numerous women on NextDoor who have been making and providing lovely 
free or low cost cloth masks for our population. Some have turned out 100 or more. The cost of materials 
and the maker’s time is worth far more than the recipients pay. Some of these masks go to our hospital for 
those in positions who need a mask but maybe not medical grade or that the staff can use when outside 
the hospital setting. In World War I, the women of the country used their skills to make and roll bandages 
for wounded soldiers. In World War II, the Rosie the Riveters performed the essential factory jobs so the 
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men could fight. In the fight against COVID-19, we have our Senior Sewing Saviors helping us all stay 
safer! If there are any Men Making Masks out there, please let me know so we can thank you too.  
  
4. ARE WE THERE YET? All of us are getting more and more anxious for the “stay home” restrictions to 
ease. However, the data is still not where it needs to be. Right now Pima County’s number of cases is still 
increasing every day, as are deaths. We have a rate of known infection of 116.3 per 100,000 people and 
7.66 fatalities per 100,000 people. Because of the lack of capacity to do mass testing, the actual rate of 
infection is considered significantly higher. Even when things begin to reopen, don’t expect “Whoo Hoo!” 
What can open and how will be restricted and very gradual as to do otherwise would cause a boomerang 
effect as happened in the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918. The boomerang effect in 1918 killed far more 
people than the original spate of the flu.  
  
Is there anything you would like this community newsletter to address? If so, let me know. You can reach 
me at thaotiedt@gmail.com or 520-398-5443. I am open to suggestions, criticisms and questions.   Be kind 
to each other by staying at home and away from others, be safe, be patient and be well! 
  
The Green Valley Council 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Thao Tiedt, President 
  

 

  

 

 

 


